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Moving Federal Pieces 
 
Recently, President Barack Obama signed S.1086, the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014 into law.  The 
legislation most recently passed the United States Senate by a vote of 88-1 on Monday, November 17, 2014 following a 
multi-year process taking the bill through both the Senate and the House of Representatives.  In June 2013, Senators 
Barbara Mikulski (D-MD), Richard Burr (R-NC), Lamar Alexander (R-TN), and Tom Harkin (D-IA) introduced S.1086, then 
titled the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2013, a bill that would reauthorize the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant program for the first time in almost two decades, while including some baseline safety and 
quality measures. 
 
S.1086 includes measures to: 

 Promote quality child care by increasing state-level investments in activities to improve the quality of care, 
enhancing states’ ability to train providers and develop safer and more effective child care services. 

 Strengthen health and safety requirements in child care programs and providers. 
 Improve access to child care by expanding eligibility for participating families and helping families connect with 

quality programs that meet their needs. 
 

Later in 2013, in September, S.1086 passed out of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions committee by an 
unanimous consent voice vote, sending the bill to the full Senate for consideration.  In March of 2014, after days of debate 
and considering amendments (18 in total adopted), the Senate passed S.1086 by a vote of 96-2, sending the bill forward to 
the House of Representatives for consideration.  After months of investigation, discussion, and negotiation, leaders on the 
House Education and the Workforce Committee and the Senate HELP Committee announced an agreement on an amended 
version of S.1086, which would pass the House of Representatives the following Monday, sending the bill back to the 
Senate for final consideration. 
 
Current Status of QRIS in States: 

 
 



 

 

What is QRIS? 
• Quality Rating and Improvement System 
• Method to assess, improve, and communicate the level of quality in early care and education settings 
• Different systems in every states: States use individualized systems 
• Often described as Yelp for quality early care and education 
• States are at different phases of designing and/or implementing a QRIS: 

• 39 states have launched a statewide QRIS 
• 3 states have launched and/or completed a pilot QRIS 
• 2 states have launched a regional QRIS 
• 5 states are currently planning a QRIS 
• 1 state has prohibited use of QRIS 

• Some States make QRIS a requirement for licensing and/or public funding 
 

Major Changes for the QRIS: 
 
Under changes to the Quality Set-Aside, or funds reserved specifically for quality improvement activities, QRIS was defined 
as an “Allowable Activity,” which means it’s one of 10 options that those funds can be used on. 
 

The language included in S.1086 is as follows: 
3) Developing, implementing, or enhancing a tiered quality rating system for child care providers and services, 

which may— 
 (A) support and assess the quality of child care providers in the State; 
 (B) build on State licensing standards and other State regulatory standards for such providers; 
 (C) be designed to improve the quality of different types of child care providers and services; 
 (D) describe the safety of child care facilities; 
 (E) Promote parents’ and families’ understanding of the State’s early childhood system and the 

ratings of the programs in which the child is enrolled; 
 (F) provide, if possible, financial incentives and other supports designed to expand child care 

options and help child care providers improve the quality of services; and 
(G) accommodate a variety of distinctive approaches to early childhood  education and care, 
including but not limited to, those practiced in faith-based settings, community-based settings, 
child-centered settings, or similar settings that offer a distinctive approach to early childhood 
development. 

 
 

Resources: 
 
Child Care Aware® of America’s CCDBG Reauthorization Resource Page: 
http://usa.childcareaware.org/public-policy/core-issues/ccdbg-reauthorization 
 
The Office of Child Care’s Fundamentals of CCDF Administration Website: 
https://ccdf-fundamentals.icfwebservices.com/ 
 
Full Text of S.1086, As Amended and Passed by the House of Representatives: 
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20140915/s1086sub_301_xml.pdf 
 
Contact Information: 
Jay Nichols 
Director, Federal Policy and Governmental Affairs 
Jay.Nichols@usa.childcareaware.org 
Child Care Aware® of America 

http://usa.childcareaware.org/public-policy/core-issues/ccdbg-reauthorization
https://ccdf-fundamentals.icfwebservices.com/
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20140915/s1086sub_301_xml.pdf
mailto:Jay.Nichols@usa.childcareaware.org

